Back Vowels
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[u:] ooze

[u] good

[ou] go

[ɔ:] gone

([ɒ] in British English)


Practice for [u:] Although by themselves “do” and “to” have this sound, the first “do” in sentence 3 and the “to” words in sentences 4 and 7 are pronounced as the schwa [ǝ] sound because they are unstressed syllables.
1. That’s the truth.




9. Whose new book is this?

2. I think so too.




10. John has the flu.

3. What do you think we should do?


11. The assignment is due on Friday.

4. She has just learned to tie her shoelaces.

12. They just bought a swimming pool.

5. We would like a room with a double bed and bath.

6. The report will be finished at two o’clock this afternoon.

7. I just don’t know what to do.

8. I hope you don’t have rheumatism.


Contrast [u:] and [u]
1. This horse should be shoed.


5. The pigeons could have cooed.

2. Luke does not look well.



6. Ken had soot on his suit.

3. Who took off the child’s tuque?


7. Who’d like this hood?

4. Mary was wooed in the wood.


8. Did you pull her into the pool?
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Practice for [ou]
Read the following sentences out loud and underline the [ou] sounds.

1. It happened seven years ago.

2. I don’t follow you.

3. Oh, that’s what they meant.

4. They’re open from 9 to 5.

5. I hope you get better soon.

6. No, that’s not true.

7. The show must go on.

8. The toad jumped over the rope.

9. It was a good movie though.

10. Different strokes for different folks.

11. Canada is surrounded by three oceans.

12. The roads are full of potholes.


Contrast [ʌ] (central vowel) and [ɔ:] (back vowel)
For [ɔ:] the lips are a little bit rounded and the mouth is more open.

1. I met my boss on the bus yesterday.
7. Children think it’s fun to pet a fawn.

2. You must not eat that nut.


8. The duck is sitting on the dock.

3. The golfer with the potbelly is putting.
9. The color of the collar is green.

4. My dog dug that hole.


10. Maude fell in the mud.

5. He’s got a lot of guts.


11. Don’t stand on the wrong rung of the ladder.

6. Chuck threw the chalk across the room.
12. The baby was happily sucking on her sock.

Read one word of a pair and have a partner tell you which column it is from.
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bucks
box



dull
doll



putt
pot

buddy
body



fun
fawn



rubber
robber

bum
bomb


gun
gone



rut
rot

bus
boss



gush
gosh



pup
pop

bussed
bossed


gut
got



shut
shot

color
collar


hull
haul



snub
snob

cub
cob



hut
hot



suck
sock

cup
cop



jug
jog



sung
song

cut
caught


luck
lock



stuck
stock

done
dawn



lung
long



tongue
tong

duck
dock



lust
lost



tuck
talk

dug
dog



wonder
wander


rung
wrong

Lip position is very important for back vowels. The lips must be rounded. For [u:] and [ou] the lips are tightly puckered. For [u] and [ɔ:] the lips are still rounded but are more open.
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