Consonant Pronunciation
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[(] / [ð] (unvoiced/voiced th)

think / the

The tip of the tongue must be between teeth, otherwise the sound is [s] or [z]. Think of touching your lower lip with your tongue. Blow air out over tongue.

Voiced (the): tip out some

Unvoiced (think): tip out more
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[s] / [z] (unvoiced/voiced)
sing / zing

Tip of tongue touches back of lower front teeth. Middle of tongue raised but not touching the roof of the mouth. Sides of tongue touch side teeth.
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[ ʃ ] / [ ʒ ] (unvoiced/voiced)
shoe / measure

Tongue tip raised near but not touching roof of mouth. Tip NOT curved up like Chinese “sh”. Push lips out a bit. Sides of tongue touch inside upper side teeth.
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[v] / [f] (voiced/unvoiced)

very / ferry

[f] as in Chinese. [v] is the same as [f] but with voicing. Top front teeth touch lower lip to partially block the flow of air. Tongue rests on bottom of mouth.
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[w] (voiced)
west

Start with lips tight and rounded. Tip of tongue goes behind lower front teeth. Back of tongue rises in back of mouth. Make an “ooo” [u:] sound then switch to “eh” [e] as mouth relaxes, jaw drops, and corners of mouth go back.
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[hw]

where, when, wheat

Some Americans pronounce “wh” as [hw] instead of [w]. Both are acceptable English. [hw] is the same as [w] except blow air between lips.
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[r] road

Sides of tongue press against upper side teeth. Lips a bit rounded and pushed a bit forward. Tip of tongue points up but it is not curled back and does not touch roof of mouth. Air goes over tongue. Try for a smooth sound, not rough like Chinese “r” (“ren”) or [ʒ].
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[l] load

Like Chinese “l” (“li”). Mouth is open a bit more than for [r]. Tip of tongue touches ridge behind upper front teeth. (If tip does not touch, an [r] is produced.) Air goes around both sides of tongue tip.
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[n] node

Like Chinese “n” (“ni”). Mouth is quite closed although lips open. Tongue tip touches ridge behind upper front teeth. Tongue sides touch back teeth. Air is blocked off to force it out through nose.




L/R/N Word Triples

leer - rear - near
line - Rhine - nine
load - road - node

lock - rock - knock
lick - Rick - nick
light - right - night

look - rook - nook
lip - rip - nip
late - rate - Nate

Sentences
1. There is a night light on the right.

2. Alison wrote long letters to Nate at night.

3. It’s hardly raining at all today.

4. Roger’s roommate’s name is Larry Noonan.

5. Arthur’s early arrival surprised everyone.

6. Does the bell ring regularly at nine o’clock?

7. Nancy and Leila arranged a picnic in a lonely location near the Rogue River.

Tongue Twisters

1. Lance’s new number is 999-9999 but Lulu dialed nine-nine-nine-eleven-eleven.

2. Roger, the red rhinoceros, raced rapidly around the rugged rocks to reach the raging river.

· Tricks for developing a good, smooth, English “R” at beginning of words:

· Say “er” before the word. Start practicing with “er” long & heavy, then gradually make the “er” shorter and lighter until it is almost gone.

· Try saying the “R” sound with your tongue down touching the ridge behind your lower front teeth. This is not the normal way to say “R” but it forces you to say the English “R” rather than the Chinese “R”. When you are used to the sound of the English “R” coming from your mouth, stop forcing your tongue down but try to get the same sound.
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