Front Vowels


beet
[i:]


bit
[i] or [(]


bait
[ei]



bet
[e]


bat
[æ]

Contrasting [i:], [i] and [ei]
[i:] mouth more closed, corners of mouth pulled back (smile), tongue higher, sides of tongue against upper side teeth, longer sound

[i] mouth more open and relaxed, tongue lower, less of tongue touches upper side teeth, shorter sound

[ei] mouth more open, longer sound

[i:]
[i]
[ei]

[i:]
[i]
[ei]

[i:]
[i]
[ei]

feel
fill
fail

heal
hill
hail

heed
hid
hayed

bean
bin
bane

peat
pit
pate

read
rid
raid

sheep
ship
shape

heat
hit
hate

peel
pill
pail
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	it
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	eight
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	gene
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jane
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Contrasting [ei] and [e]
[ei]
[e]


[ei]
[e]

age
edge


Nate
net

bait
bet


pate
pet

bayed
bed


paper
pepper

blade
bled


rage
Reg

His age gives him an edge.

They made a bet about the bait.

	mate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	met
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	laid
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	led
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Contrasting [e] and [æ]
Note: American pronunciation is different from British pronunciation in words like “dance” and “laugh”. American English pronounces the word with lips pulled back as a flat vowel [æ]. British English uses rounded lips and a more open mouth to get a vowel sound [ɔ:] as in the American pronunciation of the word “awe”.

adept
adapt

dense
dance

letter
latter

pet
pat

bed
bad

fed
fad

Med.
mad

said
sad

bend
band

flesh
flash

men
man

send
sand

beg
bag

guess
gas

mend
manned
set
sat

	bed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	bad
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	flesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	flash
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


