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After three years’ study at Zhiyuan College, Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), I had earned
enough credits for graduation. However, to prepare for further study in math, I participated in a
joint program between SJITU and University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW) in my senior year as a
visiting student. Currently I am a master student at the Department of Mathematics at UW. The
initial transition to the U.S. while I was studying aboard had not been an easy one, mainly due to
culture differences. In overcoming these difficulties, I have become bolder, and I am determined
to pursue a career in applied math.

My time at UW has been a time of growth mathematically and socially. While taking math
courses in various fields, I have opportunities to conduct research. Life is full of passion, busy
with study and research. However, being so far away from home for the first time, some days I
felt lonely and homesick. I was desperate to connect with people that I identify with, but most
people I met in class or in the department were men. Fortunately, my situation improved when I
met people from Women in Math at Wisconsin, a group that provides a supportive environment
within the department. Starting from a Brown Bag Lunch, I joined this warm welcoming
community. I came to know many female professors as well as graduate students in the math
department, and connected with them professionally and socially. They shared their research
interests and their journey through academia. Inspired by their academic experiences, I realized
that I am not alone in this struggle; there are people who have had similar difficulties but finally
succeeded. Since then, I have become more confident and have stepped out my comfort zone to
get involved with the math department at large. I have come to realize that I do not have to limit
myself to those that I feel comfortable with; I have thoroughly enjoyed interacting with many
others in the department, men and women, and many fruitful discussions have taken place with
them.

I am grateful for my role model, Professor Qin Li from UW. I met her at a KI-Net conference,
where she was one of the speakers. After her talk, I approached her to ask questions about the
connection between the kinetic equation and the fluid limit. She was patient and spent the next
hour explaining the fundamental idea in this field. On a single sheet of paper, she showed me
how the microscopic connects with the macroscopic, namely, how kinetic equations evolve to
fluid limits with the magic of the vanishing € . I was amazed by how natural the derivation was
done, and tried to do it myself. It took me a day to complete the derivation, and more than a
week to digest and understand the physics behind this beautiful work. Since then, I have
consistently engaged with numerical analysis and scientific computing, especially multi-scale
problems and uncertainty quantification arising in natural science.

Through my time at UW, I have found my research interests and have improved my ability to
work with others. I am passionate about research and determined to pursue further study in math.
In addition, by working with campus groups in the future, I hope to support both women and
men pursuing mathematics.
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. BRISRNBEHIM.
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Looking forward to see you in Madison.
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