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"Niels Bohr was indeed a keen football player and was
the goalkeeper in the Danish team Akademisk Boldklub
in the beginning of the 20th century," says Nicolaj
Egerod. "But even though AB [as the club is commonly
known] were, at the time, one of the best clubs in
Denmark, he never made it to the national team.
However, his brother Harald - a well-known scientist in
his own right - who also played at AB, played for the
Danish national team and was part of the team that won
silver at the 1908 London Olympics."

Nils Refsdal suggests a possible reason why Niels never
made it to the international stage: "According to AB, in a
match against the German side Mittweida, one of the
Germans launched a long shot and the physicist leaning
against the post did not react, missing an easy save.
After the game he admitted to his team-mates his
thoughts had been on a mathematical problem that was
of more interest to him than the game. He only played
for the 1905 season."
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